Marguerite

Character Descriptions

Marguerite:

She is 40 and very good looking for her age. She is the mistress of Otto, a German General living in occupied Paris. She is a ‘femme fatale’ in that she unwittingly destroys the men who love her. A talented singer with a flippant, carefree manner that disguises the hardships she has had to endure in her life. Her poverty stricken past has given her a horror of poverty that leads her to compromise her own moral standards. Strong willed and careless of the view of others, she has no illusions about herself or those who seek to use her. She is a risk taker who will always take a dare.  At that start of the play she appears to be self-mocking and bent of pleasure seeking but we discover that she has a generous spirit and that, when she give her heart to Armand, she does so wholly, without considering the consequences to herself.

Otto:

A German General, serious and stiff with little sense of humour. He is madly in love with Marguerite with a very possessive love. He is a manipulative person with authority, but also vulnerable because of his desire to be admired, loved and respected. He is a straight laced individual who likes to follow the rules. His obsession with Marguerite clashes with his tendency to dull, safe, routine living. He cannot leave her alone. He is under no illusions as to why she stays with him (for the money, comfort and safety he offers in a dangerous world), but he hates it and this has made him bitter and harsh.

Armand:

A romantic, brave but slightly reckless and naive pianist from a poor background, similar to that of Marguerite. He is highly talented musically and plays with a dance band. He is still very young, passionate and immature in his approach to life and love. He is also a risk taker but he is governed by his emotions and impatient to grasp the things that he wants without considering the consequences.

Annette:

The sister of Armand and partner to Lucien the double bass player. A singer in their group.  Annette is an optimist. A straightforward person who is extremely loyal to those she loves. She worries about those she cares for and fears for their safety.

Lucien:

Partner to Annette, Lucien is a Jew who plays double bass in the dance band. He is an upright and honest individual with high principles. He can be pessimistic when considering the situation for the Jews in Paris under German occupation. He is passionate for justice and becomes fiery and angry when he feels that these principles are being betrayed.

Pierrot:

The drummer in the dance band, Pierrot is the weak link in the group. Fun loving and comical, he turns everything into a joke. He always has a quick retort for any comment and has a happy go lucky, light hearted attitude to life. He is happy to take whatever he can find to make his life more comfortable. When arrested by the Germans he betrays his friends out of fear and weakness.

Georges:

Marguerite’s former agent when she worked as a singer. He is an opportunist in the highest degree. He operates as a black market dealer in occupied Paris and befriends anyone who he feels can help him to line his pockets. His interest in Marguerite rests entirely on her influence with the German authorities. He can appear to be charming and friendly, but in fact he is self –serving, cynical and hard, dropping anyone as soon as they cease to be of use to him.

The Chorus:

These play the role of the Nazi sympathisers in Paris who fraternise with the enemy in order to maintain a comfortable lifestyle. They are insincere, pleasure seeking flatterers. They also double as the Jewish people being shipped to concentration camps.

Other roles:

Herman – the German officer who carries out Otto’s instructions. He is wooden, sarcastic and hard.

Saurel – The leader of the resistance cell to which Lucien belongs. A clever calm man who can plan ahead.

Chief of Police – A sarcastic, complacent and cruel man.

Policeman 1 and 2 – Threatening, callous and corrupt.

Radio announces – impassive, neutral.

